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Language, Speech, and Hearing Services in Schools, Volume 22, 115-122, July 1991

Children’s Development of Irregular Past Tense Verb
Forms

TaBLE 3. The order and age of development of the imegular past
tense verbe using a sentencecompletion task. (S0% mastery

leved)

Hank

Vs Order Age

hit 1.0 340 thru 35
hurt 20 30 thom 3-5
went 3.0 36 thrw 3-11
UV 40 40 thro 4-5
gave 5.0 4-6 thru 4-11
atc R 46 thra 4-11
took Fill] 50 thru 5-5
fell 2.0 50 thru 5-5
broke a0 50 thra 55
[l L0 540 thre 5-5
came L1 B thiru 511
miule 12.0 54 thre 511
threw 135 56 thra 5-11
sal 135 B thirm 5-11
T 15.0 Gl thiru B-5
Hewr 17.0 60 thru 65
wire 170 60 thra 65
wile 7.0 &0 thma 6-5
it 155 &-0 thra 6-5
lec 1595 &-0 thru -5
drove 21.3 60 thirm 65
it 21.5 G- thro 6-5
hlew 230 66 thru 6-11
tead 24.0 &6 thru 6-11
shat 250 65 thra 811
Tode 25.0 65 thru 6-11
drank 27mn 740 thru 75
hid 28.0 T-f thra 7-11
rang 2000 7-6 thra 7-11
sl 30,0 76 thru 7-11
dhrew 1.0 746 thru 7-11
dug 325 746 thira 7-11
WATH 25 7+h thru 7-11
left MO 80 thru 55
eaht 455 840 thru 85
alid 5.5 B0 thru 83
!“Irlﬂ' BRI 8 thru 85
sent 355 A6 thru 5-11
flicsnlk 4.5 fifi thru B-11
bilt 400

go/went

see/ saw

give / gave

eat/ ate

take / took

fall / fell

break/ broke

find / found

come/ came

make/ made

throw / threw

sit/ sat

run/ran

fly / flew

wear/ wore

write / wrote

cut/ cut

feed /fed

drive / drove

bite / bit
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6 thra B-11
Note. Nine words did nat reach criterion by E-Eﬁrmagh RB-11
vears, These were bent, chase, fought, held, seng, sank, stood,
sbang, and siwept,
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